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Why You Need a Car Accident Lawyer in San Jose, CA

A car accident often proves to be one of the most traumatic experiences of our lives, and the healing
process may take years. Often, both physical and mental scars never truly fade — and injured plaintiffs
may struggle with the impact of these events for the rest of their days. A car accident in San Jose may
also lead to lasting financial effects due to medical expenses, missed wages, and other economic
damages. Facing all of these issues, a victim may choose to work alongside a car accident lawyer in San
Jose. Why might you need to enlist the help of a lawyer, and how can they help you address the impact
of a car accident?

What Can a Personal Injury Lawyer in San Jose Do for Me?

A car accident lawyer in San Jose provides a number of different services to their clients. Here is a brief
summary:

e Consultations: An accident lawyer begins providing services from the moment of the first
consultation. A consultation is a preliminary meeting between an injured car accident victim and
a lawyer. During this meeting, the victim will have a chance to explain their unique situation and
ask any pressing questions. The lawyer will offer advice and ultimately decide whether to
represent the client. Consultations are incredibly useful, as they allow victims to determine
whether or not their case is worth pursuing further.

e Settlement Negotiations: Insurers settle most injury cases outside of court. In other words, they
agree to provide the victim with a sum of money. In exchange, the plaintiff agrees not to pursue
any further legal action. This helps both parties avoid the time-consuming, costly litigation
process. Injury lawyers can assist during settlement negotiations, ensuring you get a fair level of
compensation that covers all your damages.
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How Do You Find the Best Car Accident Lawyers in San Jose?

e Experience: One of the most important characteristics of a personal injury attorney is
experience. ldeally, you should strive to work with a lawyer who has been practicing for several
decades. These lawyers will have handled countless injury cases over the years while
encountering virtually every challenge imaginable. Experienced personal injury attorneys may
also focus on a specific practice area, such as motorcycle accidents, bicycle accidents, truck
accidents, and so on.

e Qualifications: All lawyers in California must earn certain qualifications before they can legally
practice in the state. The most obvious requirement is successfully passing the state bar exam.
Lawyers must also earn a law degree from a recognized law school. Law schools typically only
accept students who already have an undergraduate degree, so lawyers in California generally
have completed many years of post-secondary education.

e Communication: The best injury lawyers in California have excellent communication skills.
When speaking to you in person (or by phone/email), their messages should seem clear,
concise, and relevant. Lawyers should always strive to explain complex legal concepts in an easy-
to-understand manner for their clients. When communicating with your lawyer, you should feel
a sense of certainty and confidence.

e Results: Results are important when it comes to injury lawsuits in California. Many lawyers will
let you know details about their past lawsuits — including specifics about settlements, jury
awards, and more. A history of solid results is always an encouraging sign.

e Your Instincts: Last but certainly not least, consider trusting your instincts when choosing injury
lawyers. If you get a positive feeling during that first consultation, you’re probably on the right
track.
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Can San Jose, CA Attorneys Help Me Get More Compensation?
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CIVIL CODE - CIV
DIVISION 3. OBLIGATIONS [1427 - 3273.55] ( Heading of Division 3 amended by Stats. 1988, Ch. 160, Sec. 14. )
PART 1. OBLIGATIONS IN GENERAL [1427 - 1543] ( Part 1 enacted 1872. )
TITLE 2. INTERPRETATION OF OBLIGATIONS [1429 - 1451] ( Title 2 enacted 1872. )

CHAPTER 2. Joint or Several Obligations [1430 - 1432] ( Chapter 2 enacted 1872. )

1431.2. several Liability for Non-economic Damages

(a) In any action for personal injury, property damage, or wrongful death, based upon principles of comparative
fault, the liability of each defendant for non-economic damages shall be several only and shall not be joint. Each
defendant shall be liable only for the amount of non-economic damages allocated to that defendant in direct
proportion to that defendant’s percentage of fault, and a separate judgment shall be rendered against that
defendant for that amount.

(b) (1) For purposes of this section, the term "economic damages” means objectively verifiable monetary losses
including medical expenses, loss of earnings, burial costs, loss of use of property, costs of repair or replacement,
costs of obtaining substitute domestic services, loss of employment and loss of business or employment
opportunities.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the term “non-economic damages” means subjective, non-monetary losses
including, but not limited to, pain, suffering, inconvenience, mental suffering, emotional distress, loss of society
and companionship, loss of consortium, injury to reputation and humiliation.

(Added June 3, 1986, by initiative Proposition 51, Sec. 4. Note: Prop. 51 (the Fair Responsibility Act of 1986)
includes Sections 1431.1 to 1431.5 and part of Section 1431.)

Source:
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtmI?lawCode=CIV&sectionNum=1431.2.

Injury lawyers can help you pursue fair compensation that covers your damages. Your exact level of
compensation depends on the losses you have experienced as a direct result of your accident. These
losses fall into two categories:

e Economic Damages: Economic damages include missed wages, medical expenses, funeral
expenses (in the event of a fatality), and any other financial losses resulting from the crash.
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¢ Non-Economic Damages: Non-economic damages include emotional or mental losses, such as
PTSD, depression, disfigurement, emotional distress, and much more.

The best lawyers can help you pursue compensation for both non-economic and economic damages.

How Can a Whiplash Attorney in San Jose Help?

A common car accident injury is whiplash. This injury may lead to medical expenses and weeks of missed
wages. A personal injury attorney can help you recover compensation for these damages — ensuring that
you pay absolutely no out-of-pocket expenses for your whiplash while getting treatment from a San Jose
healthcare provider such as the Allied Pain & Spine Institute.

Reach Out to the Hann Law Firm Today for More Information

A car accident can lead to all kinds of questions, and internet research can only get you so far. In order
to approach this situation with a measure of confidence, consider getting in touch with the Hann Law
Firm at your earliest convenience. With our careful guidance, you can pursue compensation effectively.
During an initial consultation, our experienced car accident lawyers in San Jose will answer any
guestions you might have. From there, we’ll help you assess the most appropriate course of action as
you seek compensation and justice. Reach out today to learn more about your options.
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